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an hour. In view of the open or secret hostility of the
population, and particularly of the rich and pleasure-
loving bourgeoisie, which applauded fascist action so long
as it coincided with its own material interests, the fascists
declare formally that from to-day they retire from the
struggle. . . . We stand back, our weapons sheathed.'
Directly the people realized that the fascists no longer
had the support of the state they gave them a wide berth
and ignored their orders. The Venice fascio also c withdrew
from the struggle ' and left the bourgeoisie henceforward * to
provide its own defence '. Mussolini stood out against this
wave of panic.
' This curious, paradoxical epidemic,' he wrote on
October 8, e affects thefasci who in August were agitating
against the Rome pact. After the Florence fascio come
those of Ferrara, Padua, Venice ; all of them " exter-
minating" fasci, which are now retiring "into private
life." . . . The extreme seriousness of such a decision
lies in the fact that they appear up to now to have
protected the bourgeoisie which least deserved it.5
And since the motion passed proclaimed £ unswerving
opposition' to Bonomi, Mussolini retorted : c What is the
point ? And if to-morrow the choice lay between Bonomi
and Nitti, can one tell which way the obstinacy of the fascist
executive of Venice would tip the scale ? '
The party congress was approaching, and Mussolini out-
lined the new programme in the Popolo d'ltalia. The
liquidation of the 1919 programme was complete, and
tentative socialism had given way to 4 integral' nationalism.
The basis for everything was the * national society *, for
c the law of life in the world is not the unification of different
societies, but their fruitful, and if possible peaceful, rivalry \
The state must give up all its monopolies in the sphere of
economics ; its specific task was to c devote all its energies
to the reinforcement, development and expansion of the
Italian nation, which will thus be able to attain its great
historical and social goals '. Appeal was made to individual
energy and initiative, which constitute c the most potent

